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DEATH OF M. B. BRADY

He Passed Away in New York City Last
@hursday.

A Life Work of Great Historic Value
and Peculiarly Interest=
ing Activity.

M. B. Brady, the well-known photog-
rapher, is dead. For many years he was a
familiar figure about Washington, and the
rews of his passing away will be recelved

with sincere sorrow by hundreds who have
known him during his long and eventful

career.
Mr. Brady was a native of New York,

where he died Thursday, having gone there
to live a few months ago. A little over a
year ago he was run over one day while
crossing the street al the corner of New
York avenue and 14th street, and for
months ha lay in the hospital hovering be-
tween life and death. When finally he re-
covered he was only able to g0 about on
crutches, and existence was almost & bur-

den to him.

He began life as a photographer In New
York citv far back in the days when daguer-
reotypes were in vogue and soon became
known as an excellent workman. He saw
the value of his occupation as an adjunct
to the historic description of contemporary
times and characters. To Brady is due the
accurate portraiture of scores of men of

great historic prominence in the first half
of the century, as well as of hundreds who
have been active In the affairs of the war
period and since. He made daguerreotypes
of Webster, Calhoun, Clay, John Quincy
Adams, Sam Houston and many other men
famous in their day. Coming t0 Washington
in the early fifties, Mr. Brady soon became a
leading photographer and in a few years
tis neme was a-household word all over the
United States.

The illustrated journals during the war
added to his celebrity by reproducing many
of his pictures of battlefields and his por-
traits of prominent generals in hoth armies.
He took thousands of important and val-
uable negatives during the four vears from
1861 to 1865, which have served to {illus-
trate that great struggle as no war had
previously been pictured. Many of these
were of a large size and presented graphic
scenes on battleflelds, in camp, hospital,
during the march and in and about army
headquarters. Congress authorized the
purchase of a large eollection of these
pictures, and a large photographic pub-
lishing concern in Hartford, Conn., has for
heen steaddy engaged Iin
making and seling copies of Brady's War
pictures. The sale is largely among vet-
erans in all parts of the United States.

Mr. Brady, as time settled upen him—he
was seveniy-six when he died—became
desultory ard uncertain in his business
methods, and neglected rather than utilized
his splendid accumuiation of valuable work.
Last July the last of the negatives in his
ccntrol was sold under forced gale to a
leading photographer on F street. In this
collection were hundreds of life-size nega-
tives of the famous generals, statesmen,
journalists, diplomadts, literary men and
actresses of the century. Its historic
value is incalculable, and must increase as
time passes.

In person and manner Mr. Brady was a
most congenial gentleman. His friends
were legion, and he preferred for years to
give them his time and company rather
than confine himself to the demands of his
calling. He did a good deal of transitory
and fugitive work in recent years, much
of which consisted of taking pictures of
large groups of organizations visiting
Washington. In this work he was assisted
by his nephew, L. C. Handy, who owns a
large number of Mr. Brady's negatives, and
succeeds to the greater part of his busi-

new.
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