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OLD STATION D omi

President Orders Destruction
of Sixth Street Depot.

WHERE GARFIELD WAS SHOT

Was DBullt Forty Years Ago andl
Then a Handsome
Structure—=Long Associated with
Railroad Traflfie of Capital—Super-
seded by New Union Terminal.

Considered

Preslident Roosevelt has repeated hls
order, through Secretary Taft, to Col
Bromwell, superintendent of public bulld-
ings and grounds, to remove the building
at Sixth and B streets northwest formerly
occupied by tht Fennsylvania Rallroad
Company as its Washington station.

The building and its appurtenances be-

!cnmp the property of the United States,
'

through a deed by the company to the
War Department, on March 4 of this
vear. Several weeks ago President Roose-
velt directed Col. Bromwell to remove the
buiiding in a special order issued by the
Secretary of War.

At the time of the reception of this or-
der the building had been leased to two
organizations to hold exhibitions in at
different times during the late summer
and early fall months. It was assumed
that the President's order took into ac-
count the preservation of the structure
until the terms of these agreements had
been carried out. Last week, however, |
the President made his wishes clear that
he wanted the demolition of the building
to beghh at once, as soon asg advertise-
ments for the sale of the material could
be properly published.

Will Have Leases Abolished.

It is understood that Col. Bromwell
will seek releases from the leases of thej
building and proceed to carry out the di-
rections of his superiors as quickly as
possible under the circumstances.

With the destruction of this building
will pass from Washington a structure of
great historic interest, and one which for
many vears has been one of the most im-
portant public places of the city, heing!
one of the two railroad stations of the!
city, and the one from which probably

came and went the greater number of
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persons arriving and leaving Washington
by rail.

The building was erected by the Bal-
timore and Potomae Rallroad Com-
pany about forty years ago, and
at that time, and for many years after-
ward, was considered a model railroad
station, alike as to size, facilities, and

appointments. The late President Cassatt

sald of it thar when |t was erected it was
planned to accommodate the company for
fifty years, but that in twenty-five the
business of the company had crowded its
facilities.

Presideng Garfleld Shot There,

It wasg in the waiting room of this sta-
tion that President Garfield received the
wound, on July 2, 1881, which terminated
his life on September 19 of the same year.
Into this station came most of the Presi-
dents for inauguration, from Grant to
Roosevelt. It was the entrance into
Washington life of many of the states-
men of the country, and from it diplo-
mats, distinguished visitors from abroad,
great soldiers, and naval officers came m|
take up the important duties which await- ]
ed them in the Capital of the country. |
It would he i(dle guess how many
Americans passed its portals. It was, for
more than a third of a century, the bulld-

ing which temporarily sheltered the great- '
est number of human beings of any struc-
ture in Washington. t

Compared with more modern buildings |
of its kind, i: was a modest station, vet
with its gimple*red bricks and stone, and
its shap-ly square tower at the cnrner,'
type of the railroad architecture of half
a century ago, it was, and is, a pleasing
building to look upon. Its proportions are |
architecturally fine, and its demnl!tiuni
will in one sense be a distinct loss to |
the beautifuyl builldings of the city.

It has, however, served its use and pur-
pose. It stands upon public space, which
has recently been redeemed from the owne-
erchip of a mighty corporation, and the
President is prepbably right in dlrm*ting!
its removal, carryving out the original
purpoge of the legislation enacted for the
erection of the new Union Station and
the permanent relief of the Mall from the
encroachments of public traffic.
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