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Message From Pershing. J
A message from Gen. Pershing
was then read.
Gen. Pershing's massage follows:
“Dear Gen. Parker: i
“It is a source of deep regret to me |
that 1 am unable to be present ut thé |
unveilirg of this monument to our
fallen comrades of the 1st Division.
But my heart i« with you in these |
services, as the ties that bind me to
that division are eternal. Its n-nm-'
ponent units were splected by me
when but one division was to be svntl
to France, ard my association with
many of its regiments goes beyond!
the memory of most of those who ar.-{
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present here today.
“With a background of tradition
from the old Army and an early op-
pertunrity  for special training in
France, the 1st Division rose to a
height of efficier.cy never surpassed.
Its officers and men faced the re-|
quirements of battle with a sublime!
spirit that recognized neither hard-I
ship nor danger. 1t met most deter- |
mined cpposition with dash and cour-
age that nothing cou'd withstand. Of ¢
the distinguished leaders of this won- |
derful organization, no greater lrihulv1
can be paid them than to say that|
they were worthy of the men they|
led. |
“The memory of these heroes will |
fade as those who love them join the !
great majority, but their heroic devo-
tion to humanity will live in th:
peaceful homes of a world saved from |
destruction. At the foot of this]
beautiful memorial, with its dignity |
and impressiveness, future genera-
tions will pause and with bowed heads
do them honor.
“JOHN J. PERSHI}
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